
“Meaningful exposure to natural environments is essential to 
developing informed connections between youth and their 

surroundings. Sonoran Institute’s efforts to engage youth in 
restoration of the Colorado River Delta is an important step 

in training dedicated stewards of Earth’s natural resources.”  

David A. Crown, scientist, educator, supporter
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conservation and wildlife habitat. We are building relationships 
with our military and providing research to help leaders protect 
their mission—as well as the natural environment—by recognizing 
potential impacts of development on base operations. 

Water is the lifeblood of the West, and its availability will be the 
defining issue of our future. Sustainability will depend on making 
water a core consideration in decisions of where and how to grow. 
Working with our partners at the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy and 
experts across the region, we are building innovative planning tools 
and training resources that will help communities protect their future 
by better incorporating water planning with their land use plans. 

We know we cannot meet the challenges of the West on our own, 
so we continue to build capacity by developing and launching 
organizations that complement our work. This year, we successfully 
spun-off Community Builders and New Mobility West to form their 
own organization. We also helped launch The White Tank Mountains 
Conservancy, which supports sustainable development in Phoenix’s 
most rapidly growing area, the West Valley. We look forward to 
collaborating with these new organizations!

This annual report is dedicated to the next generation. It focuses on 
the future, not just for the Sonoran Institute and all of us who support 
this work, but for those who will inherit it from us.

Thanks to you—your passion for the North American West, your 
contagious optimism for the future we can shape as we work together 
on its behalf, and your incredible generosity—the Sonoran Institute is 
stronger than ever. 

Our successful 25th Anniversary Campaign surpassed our goal— 
raising nearly $2.5 million. Thank you! Building on this success, 
we are launching an Endowment Campaign to raise an additional 
$250,000 each year for our future. Ensuring the Sonoran Institute is 
around for the next generation and beyond is vital to the future of the 
West and the investments you have made in our organization. Please 
join this effort!

We continue to invest in our work on the Santa Cruz River by 
expanding our team. By documenting the value of effluent’s role in 
providing water for nature, and engaging the community to recognize 
this valuable resource, we are protecting our region’s “Living River” 
to the benefit of all. As you will see in our main story, we are also 
engaging our most valuable resource, our youth.

Our leadership in restoring the Colorado River Delta continues to be 
internationally recognized. As we write this, our team is at the table, 
alongside our partners on both sides of the border, negotiating the 
next binational agreement (or Minute) to ensure continued progress 
of the efforts under the current Minute 319. Important to the success 
of the next Minute, we are leading the effort to engage the region’s 
next generation of leaders in the effort to renew, restore, and 
reconnect the river to the sea.

Military bases make vital contributions to our economy in the West. 
Less well known is how important they are to natural resource Stephanie Sklar 

CEO	
Chris Perez 
Chair, Board of Directors

Dear Friends, 

“Although I now call Nashville, Tennessee, home, I 
am a Westerner at heart. I choose to give my time 

and resources to the Sonoran Institute because 
the organization occupies a unique niche in the 

nonprofit landscape. Our hallmark for the last 25+ 
years has been collaboration—no other organization 

works at the nexus of commerce, community, and 
conservation across the West in quite the same way. 

Sonoran Institute is special. It’s an organization I 
am immensely proud to be a part of!” 

Kara Teising, Sonoran Institute Board Member
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Making an Impact

At its first Resilient Communities Workshop, Western Lands and 
Communities helped representatives from Missoula, Montana, create 
an action plan to tackle health risks related to hotter, smokier summers 
in their community. A collaboration of elected officials, technical staff, 
and nonprofit personnel worked together to craft an actionable plan to 
prepare for future events.

OUTCOME: The Missoula team took their plan home and ran with it, 
developing and receiving funding for “Summer Smart,” an initiative that 
will help citizens “weather the weather” with new refuges from heat 
and wildfire smoke, and tools to lower power bills by providing shade, 
energy efficiency, and passive cooling education and resources.

Our report studying California Senator Dianne Feinstein’s California 
Desert Conservation and Recreation Act of 2015 (CDCRA) and its 
impacts on mining and the regional economy concluded that the 
legislation has minimal impact on mining and protects the natural and 
cultural attractions that have been significant drivers of the regional 
economy for the past four decades.

OUTCOME: The report’s independent research and hard facts helped 
change the conversation and build consensus amid an emotionally 
charged debate. In February 2016, President Obama designated three 
new national monuments in the California desert (Sand to Snow, 
Mojave Trails, and Castle Mountains), protecting 1.8 million acres, 
most of which had been included in the CDCRA.

The Sonoran Institute is a charter member of the White Tank Mountains 
Conservancy, an organization whose mission is to ensure that open 
space and natural habitat in the fast-growing West Phoenix area are 
conserved, permanently protected from development, and made more 
accessible for public recreation. The conservancy’s reach will eventually 
extend over 70,000 acres and include two regional parks.

OUTCOME: The conservancy is up and running as an official nonprofit 
organization and will soon begin a search for a permanent part-time 
executive director. It recently trained its second group of volunteer 
stewards, who are busy planning and building trails, leading guided 
nature walks, and conducting environmental education and other 
outreach activities.

HELPING COMMUNITIES WEATHER CLIMATE CHANGE

DEMONSTRATING THE ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF CONSERVATION 

INCUBATING NEW COMMUNITY CONSERVATION ORGANIZATIONS

YEAR
HIGHLIGHTED

LAUNCHING A MODERN WEBSITE
Beautiful, modern, and completely rebuilt, our 
new website is allowing us to more effectively 
communicate our successes, engage new 
audiences, and provide communities the 
resources they rely on. The new design adapts 
seamlessly to mobile and tablet—and it’s 
catching eyes. The new website saw a 25% 
increase in traffic during its first quarter!

PRAGMATIC CONSERVATION
Introducing a new framework to evaluate 
encroachment pressures that could impair 
military facilities in Arizona and other states, 
our report, Mutual Benefit: Preserving Arizona’s 
Military Mission and the Value of Publicly-
Owned Lands, demonstrates how collaborative 
conservation can help preserve both the military 
mission and the natural environment.
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Contributions
Foundation Grants
Government Grants
Contract Income
Program Service Income
Other Income

27%
14%

5%
53%
<1%
<1%

$1,180,862 
$627,172 
$235,235 

$2,345,531 
$4,734 

$12,937 

4,406,471 * 100%

Colorado River Delta
Rockies
Western Lands & Communities
Sun Corridor
Communications
Administration
Fundraising

40%
20%
12%
9%
2%

12%
5%

$1,835,186 
$930,907 
$563,349 
$411,682 
$90,814 

$535,009 
$249,901 

100%$4,616,848 

Reporting based on most recent available audit. The Sonoran Institute is audited annually by Keegan, Linscott & Kenon, PC. 
*In addition, resources for FY'15 include net assets of $1,649,943 carried forward from previous years and restricted for use in this and future �scal years. 

Revenue
Expenses

Financial Summary
FY 2014: July 1, 2014–June 30, 2015

CONNECTING RIVER AND SEA
Our science-based restoration strategy 
in the Colorado River estuary will benefit 
marine life through improved connectivity 
between the river and the sea. This 
approach includes research on the system’s 
hydrology, dredging to reconnect river 
and tidal channels, and testing different 
freshwater delivery scenarios.

GETTING THE WATER FLOWING
Trash-clogged agricultural drainage canals 
running through many Mexicali, México, 
neighborhoods pollute the water and block 
its flow to rivers. Stagnant water also breeds 
germs and mosquitos. Spearheading com-
munitywide education and drain-cleaning 
efforts to get the water flowing, our “Mexicali 
Fluye” program is immediately improving 
the health and aesthetics of these neighbor-
hoods. We’ve currently removed over 2,000 
cubic meters of debris from five drains.

WATER AND LAND USE NEXUS
In partnership with the Lincoln Institute of 
Land Policy, we surveyed water and land 
experts across the West to determine how 
we can help communities make better land 
use decisions based on available water 
resources. Their feedback led us to jointly 
launch a community assistance program in 
the Colorado River basin to plan for water 
uncertainties associated with climate change.

Now more than 70 percent complete, the Las Arenitas treatment 
wetland, which we designed and are helping to build in the 

Colorado River Delta, is improving the quality of Mexicali’s 
wastewater while transforming a barren landscape into an oasis 

for native plants and wildlife. In Arizona, our efforts to improve 
the health of the Santa Cruz River continue, conducting ongoing 

monitoring and documenting the benefits of adding highly treated 
effluent to that river system.  

OUTCOME: In the Delta, birds are flocking back! The wetland 
has become a breeding ground for the Yuma Clapper Rail, an 

endangered marsh bird, and an important stopover location 
for hundreds of migrating bird species. Thanks to improved 

water quality in the Santa Cruz River, we discovered last fall 
that the endangered Gila topminnow has reappeared in the 

river, a rare example of a native fish returning to occupy its 
former habitat.  

RESTORING RARE AND ENDANGERED SPECIES
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You often tell us you support our work so your children and 
grandchildren can enjoy the natural beauty, unique habitat, and 
cultural heritage of the West you know and love. Since passion inspires 
stewardship, we believe the more the next generation experiences 
and appreciates the West’s precious resources, the more enduring our 
conservation efforts—and your investment—will be. 

Our restoration activities in the Colorado River Delta and on Arizona’s 
Santa Cruz River provide living laboratories for students to learn about, 
and even participate in, the amazing transformations our work is 
producing in their communities. Getting these young people engaged 
in their local environments early will prepare them to be the future 
leaders in their communities. 

Through our education program in México in the past year, we engaged 
over 3,000 local students ranging from grade three through college 
on the environmental importance of the Colorado River and its Delta. 

Activities included in-school workshops, guided visits to restoration 
sites, and even hands-on restoration work where student volunteers 
plant native trees, monitor vegetation and bird populations, and 
extend our interpretive trail system. A generation who grew up without 
the Colorado River has seen it come back, and they will be the voices 
we need to make sure it stays!

In Arizona, we partner with Pima County to bring a local spin to the 
international River of Words arts and poetry program. The Living River 
of Words encourages students to explore how water moves through 
the landscape and the connections that plants, animals, and people 
have to water. Our Living River reports guide science-based classroom 
activities and field trips to the river where students conduct water 
quality tests, record wildlife sightings, and survey riparian vegetation. 
Working with local artists, students take what they have learned and 
create poetry or art entries for a contest open to all youth from ages 
5–19. The 2016 Living River of Words Youth Poetry and Art contest 
received 950 submissions, and winning entries are displayed in a year-
long traveling exhibit. 

We plan to double the impact of both these programs in the next year.

We Engage  
the Next  
Generation

Now more than 70 percent complete, the Las Arenitas treatment 
wetland, which we designed and are helping to build in the 

Colorado River Delta, is improving the quality of Mexicali’s 
wastewater while transforming a barren landscape into an oasis 

for native plants and wildlife. In Arizona, our efforts to improve 
the health of the Santa Cruz River continue, conducting ongoing 

monitoring and documenting the benefits of adding highly treated 
effluent to that river system.  

OUTCOME: In the Delta, birds are flocking back! The wetland 
has become a breeding ground for the Yuma Clapper Rail, an 

endangered marsh bird, and an important stopover location 
for hundreds of migrating bird species. Thanks to improved 

water quality in the Santa Cruz River, we discovered last fall 
that the endangered Gila topminnow has reappeared in the 

river, a rare example of a native fish returning to occupy its 
former habitat.  

“I joined the Delta Program in 2010. We were a tiny team still defining our  
vision and role. To see the progress we’ve made—the pulse flow, hundreds of acres  
of restored riparian and estuarine habitat, new jobs for local communities, new  
partnerships—imagine what we’ll do the next six years!” 

Karen Schlatter, Monitoring Program Manager, Colorado River Delta Program

5



6

$100,000 AND UP
ANONYMOUS 

LINCOLN INSTITUTE OF LAND POLICY

LOLLIE BENZ PLANK 

THE TINKER FOUNDATION INC

ANONYMOUS

$25,000–99,999
JOHN AND PATRICIA CASE 

GATES FAMILY FOUNDATION

GILES W. AND ELISE G. MEAD FOUNDATION

STEPHEN GOLDEN AND SUSAN TARRENCE 

PAM GRISSOM 

ANN K. HUNTER-WELBORN AND DAVID WELBORN 

(INCLUDES SAN DIEGO FOUNDATION) 

HUNTER INDUSTRIES, INC.

JOSEPH KALT AND JUDY GANS 

ANONYMOUS 

BRYAN AND AXSON MORGAN 

NEW BELGIUM BREWING COMPANY

GILMAN ORDWAY 

THE PEW CHARITABLE TRUSTS

THE PROVIDENCE SERVICE CORPORATION 

$5,000–24,999
ROWENE AGUIRRE-MEDINA AND ROY MEDINA 

MARY ALEXANDER 

ANN AND GORDON GETTY FOUNDATION

ARIZONA PUBLIC SERVICE

BELMONT OWNERS GROUP

KATHERINE AND B. K. BORGEN 

HARRY G. BUBB 

ANONYMOUS 

DMB ASSOCIATES, INC.

ANDREW AND ELIZABETH DOWNS 

BOB AND KIM ECK 

EL DORADO HOLDINGS, INC.

LOUISE GLASSER 

THE JAMES HUNTINGTON FOUNDATION

MIKE AND BETH KASSER 

BONNIE KAY 

JANE H. LERNER 

LAURINDA OSWALD 

STEVEN C. LEUTHOLD FAMILY FOUNDATION

KARA ELIZABETH TEISING 

TUCSON ELECTRIC POWER COMPANY

WESTERN ALLIANCE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

$1,000–4,999
CAROLYN BASS 

HENRI BISSON 

BOWDEN DEVELOPMENT, INC.

ELIZABETH KNIGHT CAMPBELL

LINDA CAMPBELL 

MARY KATHLEEN COLLINS 

COX COMMUNICATIONS

CHARIS L. DENISON AND SCOTT HUMMEL 

ELIZABETH B. DENISON 

DESERT DIAMOND CASINOS & ENTERTAINMENT

DIAMOND VENTURES, INC.

BILL DOELLE 

ENVIRONMENTAL FUND FOR ARIZONA

EVIM FOUNDATION

EVOLVE FOUNDATION

THE FANWOOD FOUNDATION

MARSHALL V. FIELD 

SALLY GREENLEAF 

PEGGY HITCHCOCK 

ANONYMOUS 

JADE TREE FOUNDATION 

NYDA JONES-CHURCH 

KEEGAN, LINSCOTT & KENON 

DAN B. KIMBALL 

SUZANNE LEWIS 

CHRISTOPHER M. PEREZ AND  

KATHRYN J. LINCOLN 

JOHN P. MCBRIDE 

DENNIS AND MARTY MINANO

DWIGHT MINTON 

WILLIAM MITCHELL 

CATHERENE MORTON 

ALAN AND NANCY NICHOLSON 

ARBETH L. SACKETT 

ANONYMOUS 

CURTIS S. SCAIFE 

LYNN SCARLETT 

NAN AND DICK WALDEN 

BARTON H. THOMPSON 

ROBERT AND JOAN FORD WALLICK 

WILLIAM WRIGHT 

WYOMING COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 

$250–999
PATSY BATCHELDER AND ANDY WIESSNER 

HERMANN BLEIBTREU AND KATHY WREDEN

KAREN DAVIDSON

BETSY DE LEIRIS

DINO AND BETH DECONCINI

ANONYMOUS

MICHAEL GASS

CHARLOTTE HANSON

MICHAEL W. HARD

BILL JACKSON

E. COURTNEY JOHNSON

JUSTGIVE.ORG

HALLEY KEATING

DAVID C. LINCOLN

SCOTT AND DEBORAH LIVINGSTON

H. BRINTON MILWARD

ROBERT T. MOLINE

NORCROSS WILDLIFE FOUNDATION

NORTHERN ARIZONA UNIVERSITY  

FOUNDATION, INC.

DAN M. OFFRET

REVOLUTIONS PER MINUTE (ON BEHALF OF  

BELA FLECK & ABIGAIL WASHBURN)

ANONYMOUS

HARRIET SILVERMAN

STEPHANIE SKLAR AND JEFFREY WILKINSON

SOUTHWESTERN POWER GROUP

AUDREY AND SEAN SPILLANE

ANONYMOUS

RICHARD S. THOMAS

THREAD ROLLING INC.

STEVEN VOSS

VICKI AND GERRY WOLFE

BELINDA ZENK

UP TO $249
ALLSTATE GIVING CAMPAIGN

AMAZON SMILE FOUNDATION

CONRAD P. ANKER AND JENNIFER LOWE

THE BAGNALL COMPANY

JOSEPH BALLARD

KENNETH BALLENGER

GREG BEDINGER AND JAN MULDER

MARY AND DON BENISEK

SHERMAN BODNER

MICHELLE BONITO

KATHLEEN BROADMAN

ALAN AND MARY BRUTGER

THERESA AND LARRY BUCHER

Thank You For Your Support
The Sonoran Institute is grateful to all our donors for their support. Please note, these contributions reflect contributions for the period July 1, 2015 
through June 30, 2016. We apologize for any errors or omissions.

HUMMINGBIRD CIRCLE DONOR SONORAN INSTITUTE BOARD MEMBER 
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CYNTHIA H. BUETTGEN

LORENE CALDER

JANE CAMPBELL

RICHARD J. CARDIN

PHIL CHURILLA

CLARKS FORK FOUNDATION

LINDA J. COLBURN

ARLAN M. COLTON

JOHN CONRAD

COPPERSMITH BROCKELMAN PLC

DAVID DUBE

DOUG DUNCAN

CHRIS ENGLISH

ANONYMOUS

KEVIN FINNEGAN

JOANNE FISHER

ELEANOR FRANCIS

GUILLERMO FRANCO

LYDIA GARVEY

JOHN GEDDIE

SUSAN AND PHILIP GERARD

SUSAN AND RICHARD GOLDSMITH

THOMAS A. GOUGEON

BRUCE L. GRANGER

KELSEY HALL

SYDNEY G. HALL

JAN HANCOCK

ELIZABETH AND JOHNNE HANES

ANNA HILL PRICE

CYNTHIA E. HOOPER

DOUG HUNT

MARIE A. JONES

JEREMY KEENE AND HEATHER HARP

JONATHAN AND JANET KEMPFF

EDGAR AND ALICE KENDRICK

KENNETH KINGSLEY

WILLIAM KLENN

NANCY LANEY

MICHELLE LATIMER

SANDRA LAURSEN

ROBERT W. LINEHAN

ROBERT W. LOUDON

W.K. LOVE

GRETCHEN LUECK

RICHARD AND LILLIAN LUND

PAMELA MAHER AND DAVID SCHUBERT

CHRISTINA MANRIQUEZ

LYNDA MAUGER

DAVID MCKEE

GARY MCNEIL

CAROLYN MERKLE

RICHARD AND MARY ANN MIYA

PAUL AND TOMI MORENO

NANCY MORGAN

JOHN MUELLER

JAN MULDER

HAL MYERS

ANONYMOUS

SUSAN NORTH

BEVERLY J. PARKER

PATAGONIA ORCHARDS, LLC

VIRGINIA PEARSON

MARY PENCIN

CHARLES PETTIS

BRUCE M. PLENK

HELEN S. PRICE

RECON ENVIRONMENTAL, INC.

WILLIAM ROPER

CAROL MARGUERITE ROSE

DEBORAH ROTH

RANDY ROTH

SEID CARRO FAMILY FOUNDATION, INC.

JOHN SHEPARD

KATIE SHIELDS

BETSY SICKLER

WILLIAM SINGER

DIANE SIPE

SUE SIRKUS

THOMAS SKINNER

DON SNOW

STEVEN SPENCE

ALICE STOWELL

TISBEST PHILANTHROPY 

NINA JILG TRASOFF

STEPHEN UNFRIED

VALLEY OF THE SUN UNITED WAY

JIM AND JUDY WALSH

LISA F. WARNEKE

LUANN WATERS

MARGARET W. WEESNER

WILL WORTHINGTON

BETTY WYATT

IN KIND GIFTS
COPPERSMITH BROCKELMAN PLC

THE PROVIDENCE SERVICE CORPORATION

GIFTS WERE MADE IN HONOR OF
SANDY BAHR

MR. AND MRS. JOHN BENISEK

JACKIE EVASIUS

DIANA FRESHWATER

LEILA GASS

MICHAEL GASS

DR. JOSEPH KALT

STEPHANIE SKLAR

DANIEL E. SYLVESTER

GIFTS WERE MADE IN MEMORY OF
PEDRO JOAB AGUIRRE

MR. JAKE KITTLE

ROSEMARY & WILLIAM EDMONSTON

DR. MARK NICOLICH

Remembering Bill Mitchell 
It is with great sadness that we report that our friend and colleague, Bill Mitchell, passed 

away on May 27, 2016. Bill served on the Sonoran Institute’s Board of Directors from 
2010 to 2016, including two years as Board Chair. He was a passionate conservationist, 

avid outdoorsman and hunter, and strong advocate for engagement of underserved 
communities in the protection of our environment. If Bill had had a personal motto, it would 

have been, “greater strength through diversity.” He was unstinting in bringing diverse 
elements of progressive movements to work together while also calling on mainstream 

environmental groups to confront their lack of racial and ethnic diversity. Most of all, he 
was a beloved member of the Sonoran Institute family, mentoring new staff and board 

members, quick with wise counsel or subtle wit. We will miss him dearly.
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“Because of Sonoran Institute’s tireless work, my eyes are now open to the value of the West’s resources, 
especially for the future of my generation.”     

Elizabeth Stowe, Marketing/Communications Intern, 2016 college graduate

The Sonoran Institute’s mission is to connect people and 
communities with the natural resources that nourish 
and sustain them. We work at the nexus of commerce, 
community, and conservation to help people in 
the North American West build the communities 
they want to live in while preserving the values 
which brought them here. We envision a West 
where civil dialogue and collaboration are 
hallmarks of decision making, where 
people and wildlife live in harmony, 
and where clean water, air, and 
energy are assured.

OUR MISSION
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