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Friends, 
The Sonoran Institute began 20 years ago 

with the idea to bring to communities in 

western North America an approach to 

conservation being used successfully in the 

developing world. This approach, pioneered 

by World Wildlife Fund and other international 

conservation groups, is based on the convic-

tion that effective and enduring conservation 

requires building positive relationships with 

the people who live next door. 

When we established the Institute in 1990, 

community-based collaborative conservation 

was still a fairly novel idea in the West. 

Although there were notable exceptions, 

environmental groups here still very much 

relied on the “legislate and litigate” model 

of conservation. As we celebrate our 20th 

anniversary, I am proud to see that the 

approaches we helped pioneer have blos-

somed, and that almost everyone, conserva-

tion groups and public land managers alike, 

now embrace the importance of listening 

to neighbors, building strong relationships, 

and getting local people involved in creating 

solutions for their communities.

Until 2007, much of the focus in the West 

was about growth and housing develop-

ment. As the population across the West 

skyrocketed and our economy became 

increasingly dependent on real estate 

development, there was a steady march to 

turn our ranches, open spaces, and wildlife 

habitat into subdivisions and ranchettes. 

The subsequent real estate collapse has been 

painful, leaving many of these developments 

as bare as the county coffers needed to 

support them. It is hard to underestimate the 

economic, ecological, and social costs of this 

boom and bust cycle.  

The silver lining in the Great Recession and 

building bust is the opportunity it offers us 

to reflect, reset, and create a more sustain-

able future. Through the years, we’ve helped 

dispel the mythology that protecting the envi-

ronment comes at the expense of jobs. Today, 

we are seeing a merger of conservation and 

economic development strategies happening 

in the West, with many more communities 

realizing that conservation and smart growth 

are important for their economic prosperity. 

By helping local governments plan and zone 

more effectively, promote transit, and protect 

working ranches, we can help them avoid the 

mistakes of the past and position themselves 

for a new economy based on knowledge and 

technology, rather than just building houses. 

Preserving what is special about the 

West—our open space, wildlife, scenery, 

and vibrant, walkable downtowns—not only 

protects our quality of life but also attracts 

the human talent needed to build this new 

economy and bring prosperity back to our 

communities. This is our vision for a sustain-

able future in the West, and we look forward 

to working with you and our neighbors to 

help shape it.  

Sincerely,

Luther Propst

Executive Director

Creating a More Sustainable Future in the West

20 Years: Time to Reflect and Reset
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“As we celebrate our 20th 
anniversary, I am proud to see 
that the approaches we helped 
pioneer have blossomed.”

Luther Propst c Sonoran Institute Executive Director
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A 
national park’s protected status 

is defined by its borders, but its 

ecosystem is not. 

Wildlife roam across boundaries, and 

a park’s plants, soils, air, and water are 

all affected by outside influences. As the 

National Park Service (NPS) confronts ever-

increasing human activity around the parks, 

along with other issues spanning from the 

spread of invasive species to the effects of 

climate change, it has begun to rely more 

heavily on science to inform and drive its 

management decisions. 

The Institute is working closely with 

the NPS to help it better understand the 

status and trends of natural and cultural 

resources in and around park service units 

in the Greater Yellowstone and American 

Southwest regions. 

In the Yellowstone area, for example, 

the habitat information that the Institute is 

providing can help park managers work with 

surrounding land owners to keep critical 

areas accessible to migrating wildlife. At 

numerous parks in Arizona, the Institute is 

helping synthesize ecological research from 

the past century so officials can understand 

their park’s condition and plan appropriately. 

At Capulin Volcano National Monument in 

Des Moines, New Mexico, the Institute and 

NPS are studying the impact of potential 

development such as roads, wind farms, and 

houses on the monument’s scenic vista.

The National Park Service turns 100 in 

2016. By helping it sharpen its eyes—on 

the ground, beyond its borders, and on the 

future—the Institute hopes to also help the 

NPS preserve our parks for the next 100 

years and beyond.

Read more about our partnership with the 

NPS at www.sonoraninstitute.org.

As part of its multifaceted collaboration with the NPS, the Institute is leading the development of two 
“virtual learning center” websites that communicate scientific information about national parks in the 
West. The web tools that the Institute is building support the learning center’s mission of “connecting parks, 
science, and people,” and its intended goal of building stronger relationships among scientists, helping 
disseminate project results, and supporting science-informed decision-making in the parks.

 The Institute is also leading a collaborative effort to publish a suite of tools that can be easily adopted by 
the other virtual learning centers underway from Maine to Hawaii. 

To visit the virtual learning centers, go to:
www.greateryellowstonescience.org or www.southwestlearning.org.

>>

Using Science to Protect Our National Parks
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“It’s really refreshing 
working with the Sonoran 
Institute, because it brings a 
different perspective to the 
table. We’re focused in on 
our specific parks, whereas 
the Institute puts the 
parks in the context of the 
surrounding communities.” 

Dr. Rob Bennetts c Program Manager,  
NPS Southern Plains Network

“We’re looking at landscapes 
both inside and outside the 
parks, how the landscapes 
are changing, and what the 
potential influences of those 
changes are on the parks 
themselves.” 

Cheryl McIntyre c Sonoran Institute  
Lead Ecologist and NPS Project Lead
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“We have a special relationship with the Sonoran 
Institute, and the joint venture is very much part 
of that. Issues concerning land and sustainability 
have only grown in importance, and we are proud 
to be engaged in this partnership.”

Kathryn J. Lincoln c Chair of the Board of Directors of the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy

W estern Lands and Communities 

is an enduring partnership 

between the Lincoln Institute 

of Land Policy and the Sonoran Institute.  

For the past seven years, this joint venture 

has been working to shape growth, sustain 

cities, protect resources, and empower 

communities in the Intermountain West. 

The Lincoln Institute of Land Policy is a 

leading resource for key issues concerning 

the use, regulation, and taxation of 

land. Providing high quality education 

and research, it strives to improve public 

dialogue and decisions about land 

policy. As a private operating foundation, 

whose origins date to 1946, the Lincoln 

Institute seeks to inform decision-making 

through education, research, policy 

evaluation, demonstration projects, and 

the dissemination of information, policy 

analysis, and data through publications, 

its website, and other media. By bringing 

together scholars, practitioners, public 

officials, policymakers, journalists and 

involved citizens, the Lincoln Institute 

integrates theory and practice and provides 

a nonpartisan forum for multidisciplinary 

perspectives on public policy concerning 

land, both in the U.S. and internationally.

The roots of the Sonoran Institute—Lincoln 

Institute of Land Policy joint venture are 

in the management of state trust lands. 

Beginning in 2003, the two institutions 

collaborated on a 23-state database and 

collection of case studies. This work led to 

the publication of the Policy Focus Report, 

State Trust Lands in the West: Fiduciary Duty 

in a Changing Landscape. 

Since then, the scope of our work together 

has broadened dramatically to include 

a wide variety of smart growth and land 

conservation issues. In 2009, the joint 

venture was formally named Western Lands 

and Communities to reflect this expanded 

focus. Among our many important initiatives 

is a focus on climate change as it relates to 

land use. This work resulted in the landmark 

Policy Focus Report, Planning for Climate 

Change in the West, published in early 2010.

“The Intermountain West is a key region of 

the country, with its breathtaking landscape, 

intense growth pressures, and its critical 

role in the future of the U.S.,” says Peter 

Pollock, Ronald Smith Fellow at the Lincoln 

Institute. “The Sonoran Institute mirrors our 

interests in both the sustainable develop-

ment of the urban environment and the 

conservation of land and water resources. 

It combines thoughtful policy analysis with 

‘boots on the ground’ activism that brings 

reality to our efforts.” 

Jim Holway is the director of Western 

Lands and Communities. Prior to joining 

the Sonoran Institute, Jim directed the 

Sustainability Partnership at Arizona State 

University and served as assistant director of 

the Arizona Department of Water Resources. 

 “The ability to plan out years ahead is the 

powerful advantage that working with the 

Lincoln Institute gives us,” Jim says. “The 

An Enduring Partnership

Kathryn J. Lincoln with Luther Propst and 
Jim Holway of the Sonoran Institute.
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stability of the Lincoln Institute’s mission 

and funding commitment, combined with its 

enormous expertise and broad perspective, 

allows us to do strategic thinking and 

long-term capacity building on a scale that 

wouldn’t otherwise be possible.” 

Western Lands and Communities is 

currently leading planning initiatives  

associated with the recent phenomenon of 

abandoned and “premature” subdivisions in 

the wake of the housing collapse and reces-

sion, and is engaged with other partners on 

large-landscape conservation and regional 

collaboration efforts. The joint venture “con

tinues to look toward the future for the most 

pressing challenges facing the Intermountain 

West,” says Armando Carbonell, chairman of 

the Department of Planning and Urban Form 

at the Lincoln Institute.

Read more about Western Lands 

and Communities and see our reports 

at www.sonoraninstitute.org and 

www.lincolninst.edu.

“Working with the Lincoln Institute allows us to do 
strategic thinking and long-term capacity building on 
a scale that wouldn’t otherwise be possible.” 

Jim Holway c Western Lands and Communities Director        

Jim Holway with Susan Culp of the Sonoran Institute
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Renewable Energy in the West

F rom sunny Arizona to windy 
Wyoming, the push is on to take 
advantage of the West’s abundant 

renewable energy resources. State man-
dates for increased renewable power pro-
duction, combined with federal stimulus 
funding incentives, have led to hundreds 
of fast-track proposals for renewable 
energy generation and transmission 
projects throughout the West. 

The Sonoran Institute has been deeply 
involved in helping evaluate proposals for 
solar development in Arizona. More recent-
ly, we have begun assisting with proposals 
for transmission installations in Arizona, 
Montana, New Mexico, and Wyoming. 

“As a Westwide organization, we’re 
always looking out for land uses that 
could significantly affect western 
landscapes,” says John Shepard, Sonoran 
Institute senior adviser. “Renewable 
energy development has jumped to the 

forefront of land uses with potentially 
profound impacts.”

While the benefits of renewable power 
are clear, its negative aspects cannot be 
ignored. Solar energy facilities require 
vast tracts of land, at least 2,000 acres for 
utility-scale projects. Massive wind tur-
bines inevitably transform familiar views. 
New transmission lines will cut through 
hundreds of miles of terrain, creating local 
impacts all along the way.

Shepard praises the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) for proactively 
identifying more than 600,000 acres 
throughout the West where renewable 
energy could be developed with minimal 
environmental impact. The Institute also 
actively supports the Arizona BLM office’s 
innovative pilot project to look at poten-
tial sites—public or private—on previously 

“disturbed” lands (i.e., once used for 
farming, mining, landfills, etc.).

Meanwhile, with state and federal 
agencies and local communities grappling 
with how to best evaluate the stacks 
of proposed fast-track projects, the 
Institute’s diverse land use expertise is 
particularly valuable. 

 “Determining suitable sites, under-
standing the tradeoffs, and hopefully 
minimizing the impacts are things that 
the Sonoran Institute does well,” Shepard 
says. “This issue cuts across federal land, 
state trust land, and private land. One of 
our strengths is that we’re uniquely po-
sitioned to talk about siting issues on all 
different types of land ownerships.”

For more information on renewable 
energy development in the West, visit 
www.sonoraninstitute.org.

One solar project that the Institute endorsed early on shows that 
smart siting can fulfill renewable energy’s “clean power” potential. 
The Solana project, being built by Abengoa Solar near Gila Bend, AZ, 
is located on private, disturbed land, is close to a major market, and 
will use less water than the farm that preceded it. The 280-megawatt 
project is scheduled to begin operation in 2013.

“Determining suitable sites, understanding the 
tradeoffs, and hopefully minimizing the impacts 
are things that the Sonoran Institute does well.”

John Shepard c Sonoran Institute Senior Adviser

>>
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Dividing her time between her home in 
Wilson, Wyoming, and her 1740 farm in 
the Berkshires of New England, Gretchen’s 
passion for the environment and big-
picture thinking has caught the attention 
of nonprofits across the country—and 
national leaders.

In 2010, Interior Secretary Ken Salazar 
appointed Gretchen to the National Park 
System Advisory Board. The 12-member 
board, first authorized in 1935, advises the 
Interior Secretary and the Director of the 
National Park Service (NPS) on matters 
relating to the parks.

“We need to approach conservation at 
the ecosystem level, which means looking 
beyond the geographic boundaries of any 
park,” says Gretchen. “To be successful in 
the next 100 years, the NPS must adopt the 
collaborative conservation approach used 
by organizations like the Sonoran Institute 
to build local relationships and strong 
regional partnerships.”  

Gretchen first knew of the Sonoran 
Institute in the early 1990s as a board 
member of the Greater Yellowstone 
Coalition. “Luther made a very forceful 
presentation on the Institute’s ‘Successful 
Communities’ initiative, and I remembered 
being hugely impressed by his new and 
fresh approach to getting conservation 
results.” Gretchen has been a loyal fan—and 
supporter—ever since, even joining the 
Institute’s board for a four-year term.

“The good news is that the Institute’s 

unique collaborative approach to conserva-
tion has gone mainstream,” says Gretchen. 
“The challenge is to be consistent in apply-
ing this community-based approach, and 
this is where the Institute has been very 
effective over the last 20 years.”

A graduate of the Harvard Business 
School, Gretchen spent her professional 
career as a partner of an executive search 
consulting firm in New York, where she 
and her husband raised three children—and 
spent every weekend on their farm in the 
Berkshires. In the early nineties, Gretchen 
decided to give all her attention to conser-
vation and, in 1993, children grown, she 
moved to her inspirational West at the 
same time that she was chair of the Greater 
Yellowstone Coalition. Since 1996, she has 
been a trustee and four-year chair of the 
National Parks Conservation Association, 
and trustee and chair of the National 
Outdoor Leadership School (NOLS) and the 
Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies. Her 
commitment to protecting nature’s special 
places continued as a founder and chair of 
the Murie Center in Moose, Wyoming. 

An enthusiast of the outdoors, Gretchen 
enjoys skiing, hiking, and gardening. 
She spends as much time as possible 
with her family, while still doing “her 
work.” Currently, in addition to chairing 
the Planning Committee of the Park 
System board, Gretchen is an active board 
member with the Land Trust Alliance, 
NatureBridge, and Scenic Hudson. 

Gretchen Long  c  Wilson, Wyoming

donor profile
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Edith Santiago  c  Project Manager, Upper Gulf Legacy Program

Clark Anderson  c  Director, Western Colorado Legacy Program

Edith Santiago has always wanted to work 
on the water. Born in Mexico City, she trav-
eled across the country to study oceanog-
raphy at the University of Baja California. 
She then earned a master’s degree in 
integrated environmental studies at the 
University of Southampton in the United 
Kingdom and took a government conserva-
tion job in southeastern Mexico. But Baja 
California beckoned, and she returned 
there to work out of the Sonoran Institute’s 
office in Mexicali. 

As project manager for the Institute’s 
Upper Gulf Legacy Program, Edith works to 

improve water quality and increase flows to 
the Colorado River Delta. She and Institute 
staff plant native trees, remove invasive 
vegetation, and conduct water and fish 
monitoring. Through the Institute’s Adopt-
a-River and other wetland projects, Edith 
engages local communities in the work of 
restoring the Gulf’s greatly depleted but 
critical ecosystem. 

After seven years, Edith is encouraged 
by the progress she sees. Large birds are 
perching in trees she helped plant four 
years ago. Government agencies are more 
committed to trying to restore the Delta, 

and the Institute is a well-known and 
trusted partner in the region. The best sign 
may be that local communities are getting 
involved and inspired.  

“With Adopt-a-River, we work with a 
lot of young people, mainly high school 
students,” Edith says. “You can see the 
interest in their faces. When we plant 
trees at our restoration site and you see 
the relationship they get with the river, 
it’s really exciting.”  

Besides conservation work, Edith’s pas-
sions include her family, music, reading, 
and “learning something new each day.”

“How can you not love this job?” Clark 
Anderson asks about working for the 
Sonoran Institute. “We have the unique 
honor—given by those who believe in us 
and invest in our work—to go out and try 
to shape a more sustainable future for 
the West: to protect the good stuff and fix 
what’s broken. That’s a job that is easy to 
be passionate about.” 

As director of the Western Colorado 
Legacy Program, Clark works with 
communities to align land-use planning, 
community design, and natural resource 
protection. He’s busy now in Garfield 
County, helping communities like Rifle 
create a more walkable and vibrant 

downtown. “We’re also partnering with 
local organizations to create an open space 
and trails program, and we’re pulling 
together a hugely diverse group to better 
protect and manage the Middle Colorado 
River watershed, which, without help, faces 
a very challenging and uncertain future,” 
he says.

Born and raised in western Colorado, 
Clark came to the Sonoran Institute to 
follow his passions—community-based 
conservation and smart growth—in the 
communities and landscapes he grew up in. 
“I love this place, these communities. It’s 
where I grew up, it’s part of who I am, and 
it’s where I hope to raise a family. Oh yeah, 

and it’s a place where I can go play outside 
when I’m not working. I like that too.”

Before joining the Institute in the fall 
of 2008, he led the Local Government 
Commission’s Water and Land Use 
Program in California. Clark holds a 
bachelor’s degree in environmental biology 
from the University of Colorado and a 
master’s in geography from the University 
of California, Davis.

When not working, Clark is likely out 
with his wife, Kayce, skiing, kayaking, 
fly-fishing, mountain biking, or otherwise 
enjoying the natural wonders that he and 
the Institute work to preserve.

Staff profiles
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Landscapes of the American Spirit
Celebrating 10 Years of the National Landscape 

Conservation System

F rom the haunting solitude of 
Southwestern deserts, through 
the historic pioneer trails in the 

prairie and mountain states, to the 
desolate splendor of the Alaskan tundra, 
the 27 million acres of wild and scenic 
landscapes in the National Landscape 
Conservation System (NLCS) preserve 
America’s heritage and define its spirit. 

Celebrating its 10th anniversary in 
2010, the NLCS is part of the Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) and represents 
the conservation emphasis of the 

BLM’s multiple use mission for public 
lands. Established administratively in 
2000, the NLCS became law in 2009, 
when President Obama signed the 
Omnibus Public Land Management Act. 
The system received further status in 

November, when Interior Secretary Ken 
Salazar granted the system the level of 
“directorate” within the BLM and set 
conservation as a top priority. 

 “Each of these places within the 
National Landscape Conservation System 
holds special meaning to the American 
people and is an engine for jobs and 
economic growth in local communities,” 
Salazar noted at the signing.

The Institute has been an active player 
since 1999 in advocating for permanent 
protection of NLCS lands, including 
conducting research highlighting the 
economic value of the properties to their 
neighboring communities. In 2010, the 
Institute partnered with the BLM to pub-
lish Landscapes of the American Spirit: 
A Celebration of the National Landscape 
Conservation System and its Community 
Partnerships. Profiling six NLCS sites, 
this publication offers a sampling of the 
varied and spectacular landscapes in the 
system and highlights the hard work of 
citizen volunteers who help ensure these 
lands remain protected and accessible.

Read Landscapes of the American Spirit 
on our website: www.sonoraninstitute.org.

“Each one of these places within the National Landscape Conser-
vation System holds special meaning to the American people and 
is an engine for jobs and economic growth in local communities.”

Ken Salazar c U.S. Secretary of the Interior
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Louise Glasser  c  Tucson, Arizona

Bill Mitchell  c  Vashon Island, Washington State

For Louise Glasser, the best view of the 
world is on horseback. Up in the saddle she 
can fully enjoy the scope and beauty of a 
landscape, and also get a great perspective 
on the West that the Sonoran Institute is 
working to preserve. It was while involved 
with an organization that ran trail rides 
on ranches and public lands throughout 
Arizona that Louise decided to join the 
Institute’s board. 

“If you appreciate the wonderful land 
we live in,” she says, “you appreciate how 
important the work is that the Sonoran 

Institute is doing to maintain these land-
scapes and our quality of life.”

Louise grew up in Illinois and has long 
been actively involved in charitable and 
cultural organizations in Chicago, such as 
the Field Museum of Natural History, the 
Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago, and 
the Art Institute of Chicago. She and her 
husband, Jim, still return often to Illinois, 
but their permanent residence now is the 
home they bought in Tucson in 1991. There, 
they board their “aging herd” of four 
horses at a communal horse facility and 

share their home with three Bedlington 
terriers. But with two daughters, a son, 
and eight grandchildren living on both 
coasts and in Singapore, Louise and Jim 
aren’t in any one place for long.

What brings her back as a board 
member year after year is seeing the 
impact that the Institute makes in 
encouraging communities to preserve 
what they have and love: “We’re probably 
the most effective organization in the 
West for promoting conservation and 
smart growth on a community level.”

Bill Mitchell spent his childhood exploring 
the unspoiled outdoors of post World 
War II Denver. In that time of national 
optimism and growth, many in Colorado 
viewed a future of metropolitan expansion 
from Pueblo to Cheyenne, Wyoming, as 
progress and prosperity. Over the years, 
Bill has seen much of this development 
come true, at the expense of his childhood 
stomping grounds and so many other 
wild, open spaces. What remains intact 
is his abiding interest in wildlife biology, 
conservation, and the West.

Trained as a wildlife biologist, Bill is 
president of Flatcoat Consulting and has 

been an advisor to the Alki Fund (Tides 
Foundation) since its inception in 1991. He 
spends much of his time consulting with 
and finding funding for non-profit groups 
working to protect intact ecosystems and 
working ranchlands from the effects of 
energy and natural resource development. 

It was the Sonoran Institute’s work on 
water and biodiversity restoration in the 
Colorado Delta that drew Bill to the board. 
“I also appreciated the Institute’s desire 
for collaboration and the way it works 
with many different parties,” he says. 
“Throughout my professional career, I’ve 
seen the inherent value of networking with 

communities and getting organizations 
to work together to accomplish something 
that could not be done individually.”  

Whenever he can, Bill returns to the 
woods to pursue his passion for bird 
hunting and bird watching, wandering 
with his dogs and hunting buddies around 
the backcountries of Montana, North 
Dakota, and Canada. He and his wife, Mia, 
live on Vashon Island in Puget Sound, 
Washington State.

board profiles
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The Sonoran Institute is audited annually by Keegan, Linscott & Kenon, PC.

* In addition, resources for FY’2010 include net assets of $1,011,315 carried forward from previous years, and restricted for use in this and future fiscal years.
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Individuals
$50,000 and Up
Bryan & Axson Morgan • Gilman & Marge 
Ordway • Lollie Benz Plank

$10,000–$49,999
Anonymous (2) • Kathy & B.K. Borgen • Andrew 
& Beth Downs • Susan Heyneman • Nyda 
Jones-Church • John & Laurie McBride • Bazy 
Tankersley • Mel & Enid Zuckerman

$1,000–$9,999
Anonymous (2) • Fred & Kay Bosselman • Linda 
Campbell • Don & Karen Chatfield • Bertram & 
Barbara Cohn • Charis Denison & Scott Hummel 
• Betsy Denison • Elisabeth C. Dudley • Samuel & 
Bea Ellis • Louise & Jim Glasser • Dennis & Marty 
Minano • Dwight & Minxie Minton • Catherene 
Morton • Alan & Nancy Nicholson • Laurinda 
Oswald • Luther Propst & Elizabeth Storer • Bill 
& Alice Roe • Curtis Scaife • Leonard Scheff • 
Antonia Stolper & Bob Fertik • Dick & Suzanne 
Thweatt • Michael Trauscht • Joanne Von Blon 
• Ann Hunter-Welborn & David Welborn • Ian 
Wilson & Alison Banks • Marty & Linda Yenawine

$500–$999
Anonymous (3) • William D. Adler • Elizabeth 
Knight & Carlos Clinton Campbell • Dino & 
Elizabeth Murfee DeConcini • Paul & Downing 
Denison • Barton & Beth Faber • Beth Frantz 
& Lori Shaw • Gretchen Long • Walter & Helen 
Norton • Lindsey Quesinberry & Nancy Bower • 
Bayard Rea • William & Priscilla Robinson • Bill 
& Carol Smallwood • Gene & Susan Tremblay • 
Karen Wade

$250–$499
Anonymous • Blanton & Betty Belk • Stephen & 
Brigitte Cornelius • John R. Duffield • Michael 
& Kathy Hard • Margaret Hart • John M. 

Heyneman, Jr. & Arin Waddell • Martha & Ray 
Hunter • Anthony Lunt • Maryanne Mott • David 
Richins • Jenepher Stowell • Margaret Thomas 
• Nina Trasoff & Rodney Jilg • Steve & Amy 
Unfried • Dave Wilhelm & Nancy Stewart • Page 
& Pearre Williams • Jean & Richard Wilson

$100–$249
Dabney & Katherine Altaffer • Priscilla & 
Jarold Anderson • Clark & Kayce Anderson 
• Peter & Margie Ankeny • Bill M. Auberle • 
Patsy Batchelder & Andy Wiessner • Hermann 
Bleibtreu & Kathy Wreden • Michelle Bonito • 
Teresa Brice • Alan & Mary Brutger • Fredericka 
Carney • Carla & Jon Carpentier • Nina 
Chambers & Stuart Leidner • Stephen Cleveland 
• Carolyn Cooper & John Sharawara • Marc Ebbin 
• Dorothea & Doug Farris • George & Linda 
Gault • Eric Gorsegner • Tom Gougeon • Robert 
& Mary Lou Gunderson • Pam & Glen Hait • 
Dr. John A. Hall • Stephen Halper • Elizabeth 
& Johnnie Hanes • Margaret C. Howe • Marie 
Jones & Marvin Glotefelty • Robert & Linda 
Keiter • Mary H. Kelly • Jonathan & Janet Kempff 
• Charles Ketterman & Ruth Kopec • Nancy 
Laney & Timothy Dennehy • Scott & Deborah 
Livingston • Robert W. Loudon • Mayo & Susan 
Lykes • Kevin & Jill Madden • Pamela Maher 
& David Schubert • Roger L. May • Michael 
Milczarek • Karly J. Mitchell • Beverly Parker 
& Donald Weinstein • Duncan & Eva Patten 
• Martin & Joan Person • John Peters • Anna 
Hill Price • Dan & Ann Rigby • Carol Rose • Drs. 
John & Helen Schaefer • Worth & Liz Smith • 
Alice Stowell • Edward Esty Stowell, Jr. • Earl 
Sutherland & Judy Gilbert • Lisa Warneke • John 
Wise & Evelyn Wachtel

Up to $99
Anonymous (5) • Conrad P. Anker & Jennifer 
Lowe • Paul Antonucci & Mary Fahr • Laura 

Bambusch • Jim & Anne Banks • Peter Bigot 
• Sheila & Harvey Bjornlie • Marilyn & Ralph 
Boeker • Theresa & Larry Bucher • Cynthia H. 
Buettgen • David Cass • Jane P. Church • Robert 
J. Clements • Robert & Sue Cole • Stephen 
Cornell & Maura Grogan • Judy Crawford • Lesa 
Deason Crowe • Tom Deveny • Jeanne Devine 
• Remo DiCenso • John & Juanita Enkoji • 
Ronald G. Faleide & Ellin Rosenthal • Gerald & 
Judith Farrington • Diane S. Fordney • Gaetane 
Francis • Harold Fromm • Jan H. Gabin • Patricia 
Gerrodette • Aline Goodman • Bruce Granger • 
Jonathan Haber & Susan Barmeyer • Lysistrata 
Hall • Kent Hanawalt & Kathi Ellison • Chris 
Hawkins • Debbie Hecht • Howard C. Holman • 
James & Mary Horvath • Carol Cottom Hovey 
• Charles & Karen Jonaitis • Edgar & Alice 
Kendrick • William Klenn • Penelope M. Koines • 
Sandra Laursen • Erika Mahoney • John Maynard 
& Mary Helen Maley • Erin McIntire • Jacqueline 
McNulty • Dwight & Susan Merriam • Ronald 
Mueller • Robert & Amy Newtson • William & 
Ellie Ogden • Pete Pedersen • Cele Peterson • 
Gerald Pfeffer • Bruce M. Plenk • Paula Randolph 
• Alison J. Rapping • Michelle Ray • Dr. Charles L. 
Redman • Jessica & Ben Ristow • Gina Romero 
• Robin Rosenstock • Deborah Roth • Thomas 
& Eileen Rotkis • Elizabeth Scanlin • Paula 
Schlusberg • Rosann Schott • Thomas Sheridan 
& Christine Szuter • Sandy & Dick Shuptrine 
• Betsy & Arthur Sickler • Diane Sipe • Lynne 
Stone • Mr. J. Stacey Sullivan • Jon & Pam Hale 
Trachta • Christiane & Paul Von Reichert • 
Debbie Wallace • Luann Sewell Waters • Florence 
Weinberg • Gerry & Vicki Wolfe • Michelle 
Zimmerman • Claire Zugmeyer

Foundations
Anonymous • Adelante Foundation • 
Aspen Community Foundation • Clarks 
Fork Foundation • CW and Modene Neely 

Thank You For Your Support
January 1, 2010–December 31, 2010
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Foundations, continued 
Charitable Foundation • Denison Family 
Foundation • Earth Friends Wildlife Foundation 
• Energy Foundation • Environment Foundation 
• Evim Foundation • Evo-Ora DeConcini and Thu 
Family Foundation • Fidelity Charitable Gift 
Fund • First Interstate BancSystem Foundation • 
George B. Storer Foundation • Hilary and Ralph 
Goodwin Foundation • Homer A. & Mildred S. 
Scott Foundation • Ishiyama Foundation • Jade 
Tree Foundation • Jewish Communal Fund • John 
D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation • 
Kenney Brothers Foundation • Lincoln Institute 
of Land Policy • Liz Claiborne & Art Ortenberg 
Foundation • LP Brown Foundation • Macy’s 
Foundation • Minano Family Foundation • 
Norcross Wildlife Foundation • Norwell Fund 
• Riverbend Fund • Save the Colorado River 
Campaign • The Stanley Family Fund of the 
Community Foundation of New Jersey • Steven C. 
Leuthold Family Foundation • The Desert 
Legacy at The Community Foundation Serving 
Riverside and San Bernadino Counties • The 
Linda D. Campbell Fund • The David and Lucile 
Packard Foundation • The Fanwood Foundation 
• The James Huntington Foundation • The 
Kendeda Fund • The Prudential Foundation • 
The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation • 
The Wyss Foundation • Theresa Lloyd Bucher 
Foundation • Tides Foundation—Alki Fund 
• Willow Springs Foundation • Wyoming 
Community Foundation

Corporate 
Allstate Giving Campaign • Arizona Power 
Service • Artisan LLP • Green Giants Consulting 
• Holualoa Companies • Mercury CSC • New 
Belgium Brewing Company • Onondaga 
Commons LLC • Partners for Strategic 
Action, Inc. • Patagonia • Providence Service 
Corporation • The Temp Connection • Thread 
Rolling Inc. • Western Land Group

Government and Non-Profit
Cottonwood Resource Council • Environmental 
Fund for Arizona • Local Initiatives Support 

Corporation • Montana Environmental 
Information Center • Pronatura • Sierra 
Business Council • The Wilderness Society • 
Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership • 
Tisbest Philanthropy • United Way—Valley of the 
Sun • United Way of Tucson & Southern Arizona 
• Border Ecological Cooperation Commission • 
National Park Service-CESU • Saguache County, 
CO • U.S. Bureau of Land Reclamation • U.S. 
Institute for Environmental Conflict Resolution

Gifts were made in honor of
Don Chatfield • Brittany Crow & Thaddeus 
Miller • Robert & Chris Holloway • Eric La 
Fountaine & Lawrence Frank • Amy McCoy & 
Brian Anderson • The Kenny Propst Family • 
The Sonoran Institute Staff • Wayne Wilson
 
Gifts were made in memory of
Berdie Bubb • Ravi DeFilippo • Jay C. Fretz • 
Rob Krentz • Tom Richardson • Michael Sewell

Sonoran Institute Board Members

Phil Allsopp | Scottsdale, Arizona
Patsy Batchelder | Old Snowmass, Colorado
Kathy Borgen | Denver, Colorado; Norway
Fred Bosselman | Evanston, Illinois; Jim Thorpe, Pennsylvania
Andrew Downs | Irvine, California
Chris Duerksen | Denver, Colorado
Exequiel Ezcurra | La Mesa, California
Louise Glasser | Lake Forest, Illinois; Tucson, Arizona
Martha Hunter | Phoenix, Arizona
Nyda Jones-Church (Treasurer) | San Diego, California
Joseph Kalt | Tucson, Arizona; Cambridge, Massachusetts
Dennis Minano (Vice Chair) | Tucson, Arizona; Bloomfield Hills, MI
Bill Mitchell | Vashon Island, Washington
Bryan Morgan (Chair) | Boulder, Colorado
Alan Nicholson | Helena, Montana
Laurinda Oswald | Amado, Arizona
Louise (Lollie) Plank | Tucson, AZ; Banner, WY; Long Lake, MN
Anna Hill Price | Tucson, Arizona; Clayton, New York
Karen Wade (Secretary) | Fortine, Montana
Marty Yenawine | Scottsdale, Arizona; Wellesley Island, NY

Sonoran Institute Leadership

Luther Propst, Executive Director
Don Chatfield, Chief Operating Officer
Beth Frantz, Chief Finance and Administration Officer

Clark Anderson, Director—Western Colorado Legacy Program 
Randy Carpenter, Assoc. Dir.—Northern Rockies Regional Program
Nina Chambers, Director of Westwide Programs
Marjo Curgus, Director of Training and Community Leadership 
Eric Gorsegner, Associate Director—Sun Corridor Legacy Program
Jim Holway, Director, Western Lands and Communities
Joe Marlow, Lead Economist
Cheryl McIntyre, Lead Ecologist
Dave Richins, Director—Sun Corridor Legacy Program 
John Shepard, Senior Adviser
Diane Snyder, Director—Northern Rockies Regional Program
Nina Trasoff, Interim Chief Development Officer
Ian Wilson, Director of Communications
Francisco Zamora, Director—Upper Gulf Legacy Program
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Writing & Editing
Ian G. Wilson & Audrey L. Spillane 

Photography 
Brian Forbes Powell c Mustang Mountains, page 3; 
Agave, page 7; Flower, page 15

Terry Moody c Queen butterfly, page 11; Creosote, 
page 12; Lichens on granite, page 14–15; Gulf 
fritillary, back cover  

Ansel Adams c Snake River, page 5

Pam Anning c Learning Center Partners, page 5

Michael Quinn c Canmore, Alberta, page 7

Bureau of Land Management c Grand Staircase-
Escalante National Monument, page 11

All other photography used in this report is the 
property of the Sonoran Institute.

Design
Terry Moody

Printing 
Arizona Lithographers



Main Offices

44 E. Broadway Blvd., Suite 350
Tucson, Arizona 85701
520-290-0828 Fax: 520-290-0969

201 S. Wallace Ave., Suite B3C
Bozeman, Montana 59715
406-587-7331 Fax: 406-587-2027

817 Colorado Ave., Suite 201
Glenwood Springs, Colorado 81601
970-384-4364 Fax: 970-384-4370

11010 N. Tatum Blvd., Suite D101
Phoenix, Arizona 85028
602-393-4310 Fax: 602-393-4319

Field Offices

Magisterio #627
Col. Profesores Federales
Mexicali, Baja California
C.P. 21370, Mexico
Tel: 011-52-686-582-54-31

1 East Alger St., Suite 211
Sheridan, Wyoming 82801
307-675-1970

c/o Joshua Tree National Park
74485 National Park Drive
Twentynine Palms, California 92277
760-367-5567 Fax: 760-367-6392

Sonoran Institute Mission and Vision

The Sonoran Institute inspires and enables community decisions 
and public policies that respect the land and people of western North 
America. Facing rapid change, communities in the West value their 
natural and cultural resources, which support resilient environmental 
and economic systems.

Founded in 1990, the Sonoran Institute helps communities conserve 
and restore those resources and manage growth and change through 
collaboration, civil dialogue, sound information, practical solutions 
and big-picture thinking.

Celebrating 20 Years

www.sonoraninstitute.org

44 E. Broadway Blvd.
Suite 350
Tucson, Arizona 85701
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